
This project was a sheer joy to work on, the client had lived in this property for almost twenty years and had never been 
truely happy with her living toom.  It always seemed to be a dumping ground for CDs, books and DVDs, this room required 
not only a makeover but a solution to many contining problems.

The client wanted her living room to be practical yet sylish, she wanted a space that would serve as a fine place to enter-
tain as well as an area that would satisfy the needs of two 
teenage daughters and an ever growing DVD collection!

It was important this room had a warm tone to it but without using dark colours on the walls.  This was achieved through 

the fabrics and woods 
chosen, the browns and 
reds have given the room 
an autumnal feel and the 
walnut perfectly 
completements this feel-
ing.

The two large sofas in 
this room are chunky and 
comfortable and their 
inclusion highlights the 
size of the room.  It also 
was a fantastic feature 
during Christmas when 
guestlists often swell 
these sofas allowed 
enough seating space for 
all the guests! The col-
ours picked for the sofa’s 
also reflect the autumnal 
feeling the room has, they 
were also chosen due to 
their dark colour, perfect 
when you have two tee-
angers who tend to spill 
things! They were then jazzed up with bright cushions that lift the scheme. 

With a large family it was also vital for the client to have a large coffee table, this Parisian walnut one was perfect not only 
due to its size but also due to the fact it is open at the 
bottom allowing magazines etc to be easily stored away.

The rug on the left is made from hemp and wool and has perfectly translated the autumnal feel from conception to reality.  
Hemp is also extremely hardwearing which is perfect for a living room. 

This room has a large amount of different textures as well as a variety of colours, its the textures of the room that add to 
its calming and homely feel.

Contemporary living space



The main item that desperately needed addressing in this room was storage - the client needed storage, storage and more storage without making the room seem cluttered and without just putting in floor to ceiling cup-
boards.  The room also needed this large amount of storage to deal with the huge amounts of DVD’s and CD’s as both of her girls are interested in movie production and are building up an extensive collection. For this 
reason both the TV and the wall units needed to be bespoke, made by one of my many contacts in the carpentry trade. These units were specially designed to match the walnut unit that had been cleverly hidden behind the 
door. 

The unit on the right hand side of the fireplace was particulary tricky - the client had always put her TV here as it was the most logical place in the room for a TV however it had come with a huge drawback.  Due to the 
depth of conventional TV units she had never been able to close the shutter for this window!  We solved this problem through a huge amount of resarch into the most modern TV and AV equipment and many hours design-
ing a re-designing the base unit as to not stick out further than the shutter.  The finished product is sleek and well designed, it also allows for future items to be installed as there is a large amount of space for DVD players, 
games consoles and the all important Sky box.  

The clients review: “Having decorated and re-decorated the interior of the home that I share with my two teenage daughters, in the 20 years that I have lived here, one room has been persistently awkward to keep polished. 
Our shared sitting room had become a dumping ground for clutter, and although a fantastic room in itself, increasingly difficult to keep up to date. My first impressions of Kia Richardson was her infectious enthusiasm. I am 
familiar with the shop itself, and, while we talked over different design ideas, was consistently impressed with her ability to infuse aspects of my own home with the elegant style closely associated with her designs. Such 
was my confidence in Kia, I asked not to observe the progress of the room until its completion. Kia was sensitive to our Christmas deadline, and always on site with her team to oversee the process of the room. The results 
are testament to Kia’s outstanding ability as an interior designer, our sitting room is now a relaxing and enjoyable area for family and friends “ 



The Inspiration...
The inspiration for this piece came from a Parisian designed piece that had been 
specially sourced for behind the door. Made from walnut is was matched the warm 
autumnal feeling that the room was developing. 
The ‘Melrose’ piece (opposite)brought together open spaces, hidden storage and 
drawers that made it very diverse.  
With this in mind the first drawings were created and worked on, the first compu-
terised drawings were provided for the carpenters and for the visual presentation 
for the client. This first visualisation is shown above and lays out the basic 
layout for the units, although not to scale it gave the client and the 
carpenters a clear idea of the vision I had for the spaces and was the basis for the 

CAD drawings also shown on this page.

The wall units on either side of the fireplace are not built wall to wall, this was due 
to the fact that the property is Georgian and is situated in an area of London that 
was badly bombed during the war - this has lead to some very quirky walls which 
can give a room great character but are a nightmare when building items in.  Also 
due to the shutter on the right hand side any built in item would either have to 
cut into the original panelled surround or cut around it. For these reasons all the 
units have been built away from the walls on either side. This gives the impression 
that they are floating and means that the units themselves are sleeker due to their 
straight finished edges. 


